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Chairman Specter, Chairman Smith, Ranking Member 
Graham, Ranking Member Evans,  Distinguished Members 
of the Senate and House Veterans’ Affairs Committees 
and guests. 
 
Your invitation to appear before you today to present 
the concerns of the American Ex-Prisoners of War is, as 
always,  sincerely and deeply appreciated. 
 
My testimony today will be very brief.  This may be the 
last time the American Ex-Prisoners of War will testify 
before this joint session.  
 
Why?  You listen to us politely:  you call us “heroes”. 
(We think of ourselves simply as survivors.)  You 
commend us for past sacrifices for our country.  You 
acknowledge the long term health consequences - but 
since 1988 you have not acted to establish additional 
POW presumptives!   You have not done so even though 
the evidence is beyond question - and the POW Advisory 
Committee which you established in 1981has 
unanimously and repeatedly recommended favorable 
action.  That committee went on record stating it is 
patently  unfair to hold one at-risk veteran group to a 
different and higher standard of proof.  It 
recommended that all such groups be held to the same 
standard.  
 
 We note that the primary responsibility of the Veterans 
Affairs Committees of the House and Senate is to 
identify problems of veterans directly attributable to 
their military experience and to take leadership in 
Congress for appropriate legislative action.  We are 
deeply  concerned with the failure of the 
Congressional  Committees to do so.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
In this respect we note that very few members of the 
House Veterans Affairs Committee, including the 
Chairman, have even signed on as cosponsors  of a bill 
introduced by Congressman Bilirakis many months ago 
to add five presumptives and correct other inequities.  
Since all members of the committee are aware of the 
urgency as well as the justification,  such failure to 
support this legislation so that it comes before the 
committee for consideration seems unconscionable.       
 
On January 27th Representative Bilirakis re-introduced 
this bill in the 108th congress.  It is H.R. 348.  We are 
deeply grateful for his continued  support of our 
deserved  entitlements.  On March 5, 2003, Senator 
Patty Murray introduced a similar bill, S. 517.    
 
Let me be clear on what is at stake.  Failure to support 
these two bills means simply that many deserving 
former POWs will  continue to be left out.  It also 
means that their future widows will not be entitled to 
DIC benefits.    
 
We are aware that other bills beneficial to POWs or 
their survivors have been introduced.  We 
wholeheartedly support them, particularly the DIC 
bills,  H. R. 36 that eliminates the marriage penalty 
should a surviving spouse remarry after age 55 and H. R. 
886 that provides DIC benefits for a spouse of a POW 
who died before September 30, 1999.   While such 
proposals are needed and always appreciated, the 
committees first priority ought to be to help POWs left 
out.  The cost of doing so would be largely offset by 
numbers of POWs currently receiving benefits who are 
now dying at a rapidly increasing  rate!  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
If your committees have  genuine concerns for those 
left out, we would be delighted to work with you – and  
support your efforts – we know  the American public 
strongly supports such assistance.  Most all VSO 
organizations support our current legislation. 
 
We hope your committees and each member individually  
will support legislation for additional presumptives 
and do so without further delay just as you have so 
expediently done so for Vietnam and Persian  Gulf 
veterans.  
 
In closing, I want to say we are deeply indebted to 
earlier committees that did act on behalf of POWs.  
They did listen, they saw the evidence and they acted.   
We urge your committees today  to do the same.  
  
Thank you.           
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